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INTRODUCTION  
 1. Story about the Melanesians  [Slide: Runway] 

    
  (1). Pacific Islands north and northeast of Australia 
    1. Papua New Guinea to Fiji 
    2. Numerous islands in this group 
  (2). During WWII American and British engineers built airstrips 
    1. Natives watched closely 
    2. When airstrips were completed, cargo planes arrived 
     - Food, clothing, machinery and vehicles 
    3. Airstrips were built on only a few of the major islands 
  (3). Deduced that if they built airstrips, planes would come with cargo 
    1. Hacked makeshift runways out of the jungle 
    2. Built mock-up control towers out of grass and mud 
    3. Put fires along the runways 
    4. Put a man in the grass-hut control towers 
     (1). Two coconut halves on his head for headphones 
       - Controller 
     (2). Rigged antennas out of bamboo 
    5. As far as they could see they were doing everything right 
      - Looked the way it was supposed to 
  (4). No planes ever came 
    1. What was lacking? 
      - Answer: connections with the outside world 
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    2. No economic or military relationships w. nations with airplanes 
 2. Sometimes churches make the same mistake 
  (1). Observe what growing churches are doing and imitate them 
    1. Fix up a building to look like a church 
    2. Have music and preaching 
    3. Skits and videos 
  (2). No one comes from the community 
    - No connections with the community 
 3. North Haven Church's Connect Vision  [Connect Logo] 

 

 
  * Our vision is to connect at a deeper level 

·  to Christ by intentionally pursuing a growing relationship with Him; 
·  to each other by purposefully building loving relationships; 
·  to our community by actively working together to introduce families 

to Jesus Christ.   
 4. Introduce new series of messages 
  (1). When Jesus Comes to Town: Lessons on Connecting to Community 
    - How did Jesus connect with the community? 
  (2). Today: What was Jesus' missional purpose? 
    1. Missional = Jesus was on a mission.   
    2. What was his main purpose of his mission? 
     (1). He confronted social and personal evil 
       1. Social evil 
        - Fed the hungry 
        - Cleansed lepers 
        - Healed the sick 
       2. Personal evil 
        - Greedy and self-indulgent 
        - Proud 
        - Demon possessed 
        - Sexually immoral 
     (2). Was this his missional purpose or simply the result of it? 

 1. Church's whose missional purpose is defeating social 
evil 
   (1). Social justice 
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   (2). Environmental justice 
     - Eco-Christianity 
 2. Church's whose missional purpose is defeating 
personal evil 

 (1). Sexual immorality, pornography, drunkenness, 
profanity and greed 
 (2). "True Love Waits" & "Everyman's Battle" 

    3. When Jesus came to town what was his missional purpose?   
         READ Mark 1:14-20 (990) 
 
MOVEMENT # 1  Jesus came to town with a message.  1:14-15 
 1.  Jesus came proclaiming the good news of God.   
  (1). What is the good news?  
    1. "The time has come" 
     (1). A critical moment in history has come 

- Promises that God has made in the past are finding their 
fulfillment 

     (2). About the coming of the kingdom of God 
    2. "The kingdom of God is near" 
     (1). God's sovereign reign over creation 
       1. Exodus 15:8 "The Lord shall reign forever and ever." 
       2. Experienced in Garden of Eden 

 (1). Shalom = peace, wholeness, close relationship 
with God 
 (2). Rebellion brought the reign of sin 
   - Colossians 1:21 "Once you were alienated from 
God and were enemies in your minds because of your 
evil behavior." 

     (2). God promised to invade history and restore his reign 
 1. In Jesus, God's decisive act of redeeming humanity has 
already begun. 
    - Colossians 1:13 "For he has rescued us from 
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom 
of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption the 
forgiveness of sins."   
 2. New age is breaking into our history 

 (2). The message is that God is acting to restore creation to the way it 
was supposed to be. 

  2. Illustration of this restoration 
   (1). Film Grand Canyon 
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     1. Immigration attorney in a traffic jam and attempts to bypass it.  
      (1). Streets become progressively darker and more deserted.   
      (2). Car stalls on one of those dangerous streets.   
        - Calla for a tow truck 
      (3). Five gang members surround his disabled car  
     2. Tow truck shows up and its driver 
      (1). Begins to hook up to the disabled car.   
      (2). The gang members protest 
     3. Tow truck drive takes the gang leader aside and says:  

   "Man, the world ain't supposed to work like this.  Maybe you 
don't know that, but this ain't the way it's supposed to be.  I'm 
supposed to be able to do my job without askin' you if I can.  And 
that dude is supposed to be able to wait with his car without you 
rippin him off.  Everything's supposed to be different than what it 
is here."    

  (2). Summarizes the good news of the coming of the kingdom of God.   
    1. Kingdom of God = the way things were always supposed to be. 
       - Before sin altered our world.   

2. Jesus' message: 
  "God is acting to return things back to the way they are 
supposed to be." 

 
 
 
MOVEMENT # 2  Jesus came to town with a call.    1:15-17 
 1. Jesus called for a radical response to his message. 
  (1). The radical response of repentance and faith 
    1. Repentance = leaving a life lived under the reign of sin 
    2. Faith = Surrendering to the reign of Christ 
      - Surrendering to his reign of love   
  (2). The radical response of following Jesus   (17)   
    1. Repentance and faith = the call to follow Jesus 
      - How it was expressed to Simon and Andrew 
    2. Entering into life as it was supposed to be 
      - A life lived under the reign of God 
 2. Jesus called them to his mission.  (17) 
  (1). The mission was to be fishers of men 
    1. The coming of the kingdom of God brings an urgent mission. 
     (1). Associated with the Day of the Lord 

 1. Malachi 4:5: "See, I will send you the prophet Elijah 
before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.  
   - Elijah = John the Baptist 
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 2. Joel 2:31-32 "The sun will be turned to darkness and 
the moon to blood before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord.  And everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved." 

       3. Coming judgment of God 
        - Those that reject the reign of God over them 
     (2). Cast the net to draw people into the kingdom of God 

 1. Jesus cast the net and drew Simon, Andrew, James & 
John  
 2. The urgency: Immediately left their nets and followed 
him 

2. The mission is to call people into a transforming relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 
 (1). A relationship that saves people from judgment 
  (2). A relationship that brings us under the transforming reign 

of Christ. 
  (2). Story of a literal fisher of men  [Slide: Gaula River] 

     
    1. Jens Oveson was fishing for salmon Gaula River in Norway 
      - Swept away by a strong current 
    2. Kjell Wilhelmsen spotted him struggling 

(1). Fished the river for 25 yrs. and knew where the current 
would carry him  

 (2). Ran across a bridge 
   -Waited for Ovesen as the current carried him downriver 
(3). Wilhelmsen later told a newspaper, "He seemed paralyzed. 
Only his face and the tips of his boots were above water. I 
decided to start casting."  
(4). His homemade lure hooked Ovesen's rubber waders on the 
first cast of about ten yards.  
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  - Oveson weighed nearly 250 pounds.  
  - Used every trick he knew to reel him in  
  - He landed the half-conscious Dane and hauled him onto 
  the shore.  
  - Oveson survived the ordeal. 

KEY TRUTH:  Our missional purpose it to call people into a transforming 
relationship with Christ.     
 1. Our primary mission to be fishers of men 
  (1). It was Jesus' primary mission 
    1. His social ministry demonstrated the presence of His kingdom 
     (1). Such as: Healing, feeding, exorcisms 
     (2). It was never his primary mission 
    2. He used his social ministry to connect with the community 
     (1). He showed them what life was to be like in his kingdom 
       - Life as God intended it 
     (2). His primary mission is to call people into that kingdom 
  (2). The church's primary mission can never become:  
    1. Confronting personal evil 

(1). Personal holiness is a demonstration of the presence of 
Christ's reign in a person's life. 
(2). It is the result of a transforming relationship with Christ 
   - First must respond to the message 

    2. Confronting social evil 
     (1). Our care and love demonstrate the presence of the kingdom 
     (2). Provide connections for sharing the message 
     (3). Example Yuri Semenyuk, 

 1. Sees the proper place environmental justice has in his 
mission. 
 2. When asked if he is a tree hugger replies: "I'm a people 
hugger. By taking care of the environment, I am taking 
care of people. I feel called to missionary work in 
preaching and evangelizing, but if people will not live to 
hear my message by the time I arrive because of my poor 
environmental decisions, the Word is preached in vain." 
3. His missional purpose is being a fisher of men 

 2. Our Connect to Community strategies  [Slide: Connect Logo] 

   
  (1). Showing Christ's care and love to our community 



 7 

    - Only demonstrations of the presence of the kingdom in our lives 
 (2). Our missional purpose is always to call people into a transforming 
relationship with Jesus Christ 

 3. Several years ago I told this story about Charlie Peace.  
  (1). He was hung on July 4, 1854 in London.  
    1. The Anglican Church had a ceremony for hanging people.  
    2. So when Charlie Peace was marched to the gallows, a priest read 
    these words from the Prayer Book:  

   "Those who die without Christ experience hell, which is the 
pain of forever dying without the release which death itself can 
bring." 

 (2). When these chilling words were read, Charlie Peace stopped in his 
tracks, turned to the priest, and shouted in his face, "Do you believe that? 
Do you believe that?" 
 (3). The priest, taken aback by this verbal assault, stammered for a 
moment then said, "Well…I…suppose I do." 

  (4). "Well, I don't," said Charlie. "But if I did, I'd get down on my hands 
and knees and crawl all over Great Britain, even if it were paved with 
pieces of broken glass, if I could rescue one person from what you just 
told me." 

 
COMMUNION      [Slide: Communion] 

 
 1. Meal for those who have entered the kingdom of God 
   "Rescued from the dominion of darkness and brought into the 

kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins." 

  2. Responded to this call to follow Christ 
    - Invited to participate 
  3. Invite up servers.    
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BENEDICTION  
 1. The amazing grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the extravagant love of God, 
the intimate friendship of the Holy Spirit, be with all of you. 

 


