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INTRODUCTION

1. Video clip: "Anytime 82"
2. The value omissional events.
(1). Missional event= an event planned for the purpose of carrying out
the mission of proclaiming the message of salvano@hrist
- Calling people to follow Christ
(2). Debate between missional and attractionafaties
1. Attractional churches
(1). Seeker churches plan events to attradtese
(2). Success is measured by number of people finem t
community that come into the church
2. Missional churches
(1). Send "missionaries” to make personal coniadise
community
(2). Success is measured by the number of peopteseof the
church into the community
(3). Events planned to attract seekers are nmakgvents
1. It is carrying out the mission to proclairhrGt
2. They are effective when people live missilgna
(). Establish personal connections in theroomity
- Building relationships
(2). Respond to invitation to missional events
- 82% video clip
3. Missional eventsare one of ou€onnect to Communistrategies.
(1). North Haven Church's Connect Vision [Corinaago]

c@ﬂnnect

To Christ. To each other. To community.
* Our vision is to connect at a deeper level
to Christby intentionally pursuing a growing relationshiptvHim;
to each otheiby purposefully building loving relationships;

to our communityby actively working together to introduce families
to Jesus Christ.




(2). When Jesus Comes to Town: Lessons on Connect@gnounity
1. Examiningstrategiesfor connecting to our community
(1). How to let our "light shine"
(2). Philippians 2:15-16 "In which yahine like starsin the
universe as you hold out the word of life."
- Six pointed star in our community [Slide: ®en logo]

2. Events

c#mnnect
TO COMMW

1. Personal

2. 29 point of Connect to Communitgtar =Missional Events
(1). Seasonal events

- Christmas Eve - Good Friday and Easter
- Egg Hunt, - Vacation Bible School,
- Summer Festival, - Fall Festival.

(2). Regular missional programming
- Wednesday Kid's Club
- Youth group.
4. Why is important that we make use of missi@vants?

MOVEMENT # 1 Jesus used missional events to connect with the
community.

READ Mark 2:1-14 (991)

1. Jesus gathered crowds in titg.




(1). Word of mouth spread his fame. (1:45)
1. Returns to Capernaum [Slide: Galilee]
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Galilean Ministry of Jesus

- Town where he healed many
2. Crowd gathers at house he is staying
- Doesn't sneak out back door
(2).Used itas aropportunity to preach his message
1. Teach about the coming kingdom
- Restoration of things to the way they waupposed to be
2. Enter into this life by repentance and faith:15)

(3). Used itas amopportunity to demonstrate the true nature of the
kingdom of God.

1. Paralytic lowered through hole in roof
(). "Your sins are forgiven" 2:5
- Scribes considered this blasphemy
(2). Jesus proves his sins were forgiven byitgeaim
- If he has authority to heal, he has authoritfotgive
sins
2.Demonstratesthat kingdom of God bring=adical healing
(2). Paralytic's ailment not the result of gospecific sin
1. Result of the general reign of sin
(2). Infects all aspects of creation
(2). Out to destroy all God's good works
- lliness one of its devices
2. His healing went deeper than his physiead

- Healing of thesymptom (paralysis) and theoot
problem (reign of sin)



(2). The salvation Jesus brings is greater gigysical healing
1. It defeats sin
- The root cause of the presence of sickness in
creation
2. Thomas Long
"Curing a paralyzed limb is holding back a wave,
eradicating the power of sin is sweeping back the
ocean."
3. Salvation is entering into the kingdonGufd
(2). Life under the reign of God
(2). Life as it was supposed to be
- Forgiveness of sins
(4). Faith in Christ brings about this radical healing 2:5
1. Faith of the paralytic and 4 friends
2. Christ used this event to call people tthfai
2. Jesus gathered crowds by ldiee 2:13-14
(1). Natural amphitheatre at the shore [Sl#ka of Galilee]

1. Jesus took the opportunity to teach-
2. Frequent strategy 3:7, 4:1-2



(2). Calling of Levi
1. Sitting in toll booth on a well traveleddearoute
(1). Damascus to Caesarea [Slide: Capernaum1]

- Went through Capernaum
(2). Possibly heard Jesus teach at the lake
2. Responds to the call to follow Jesus
(2). Left his livelihood to join the community Jesus followers
(2). Jesus invites outcasts into his kingdom
- Considered a traitor by patriotic Jews
3. Jesus used missional events to call peoplalvatson
(). Calling them to enter life as it was suppmbebe
1. A life with the forgiveness of sins
2. A life under the reign of the Holy Spirit
- "The kingdom of God is within you"
3. A life lived in community with other follows
- Matthew 16:18-19 "And I tell you that you are &etand on
this rock | will build my church, and the gatesHddes will
not overcome it. | will give you the keys of themgdom of
heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bounkeaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosedeaven.”
(2). Kingdom living is church living
- Life lived in the community of faith

MOVEMENT # 2 The church can connect to the community with
missional events.
1. Why invite people to missional events?
(). They will usually attend
1. Video clip — 82%
2. Survey recently completed in England
(). Surveyed those who do not attend




(2). Most agreed that the strongest motivatingoiafcir
attending a worship service would be the persanatation of
a family member or friend.
(2). They are being connected with a communitiaah
1.ParadeMagazine's poll on spirituality in America
(). Spirituality separated from a communityaoth
- 70% of American adults claim to believednd.

- 77% say they pray.
- 25% described themselves as "spiritual but not

religious."”
- 50% described themselves as religious, butdfdtiem
rarely or never attend worship services.
- 30% say they attend religious services oncearem
week. In reality only up to one-half of those wdtaim to
be in their houses of worship are actually there.
(2). Most do not value participation in a coomity of faith.
- Faith lived in isolation
2. What are theasualtiesof separating spirituality from a

community of faith?

(). Truth
1. Shaped by culture not the Bible

2.ParadePoll
- 60% believe all religions are valid.
- Only 12% believe that their own religion was th

only true faith.
3. Truth becomes relative
(2). Faith
1. "Fresh Bread" reading in Nehemiah
(). Problem: Cooling of faith

(2). Reasons:
1. Weekly corporate worship no longeiueal

2. Marrying those outside their faith
2.ParadePoll
(). Disconnection from community of faith
(2). 82% would marry someone of a differkaith
- Not foundation of life or family
3. Reasons for withdrawing from the communityaath:
(). Disappointment with church members
1. Often fail to act as Christians
2. Carmen Renee Berryl$ie Unauthorized Guide to

Choosing a Church,



(1). She said it was "inspired by her odyssey fthen
deeply conservative church of her childhood int® th
world of seekers and cynics, and back again."”
(2). She eventually found that the very reason she
withdrew from the church—her disappointment in
church members who often failed to act as Christian
was what drew her back.
(3). She writes:
| had overlooked one essential factor—that | am as
finite and flawed as everyone else....When a friend
committed suicide, | realized | could become too
cynical, too lost, and too alone. | needed a chuech
community of believers. | needed to live in mynfaitd
visit my doubts. Something happens there that gimpl
doesn't when you are alone in prayer or on therhde
As much as | hate to admit it, my faith is enhareed
enlarged when in relationship to other less-thaniget
human beings.
(2). The world provides better entertainment
1. Thinking Orange(How Christ can be formed in
children and youth)

(1). Can't out produce the world

- Better video's

- Better quality music
(2). Can provide better community

- Spirit empowered fellowship



2. Story about Rich Mullins [Slide: Mullins]

(1) Eric Hauck recalls being with Rich in a worshi
service only a few days before Rich died in a car
accident.

- The music sounded awful.

- Those who led the singing sang out of tune.

(2). Someone asked Eric and Rich to lead the gifoup
the rest of the evening. Rich went up to the mibooye
and said, "l love to be in the church. | love &idn to
people sing and play with their hearts. In my psefen
(contemporary Christian music) we worry about bemg
tune and sounding good. But this music is the milnsit
is the most pleasing to God, because it is so asall it
comes from the hearts of the children of God."

(3). Eric concludes, "As he said this, he got @tblp.
It was the last time | saw Rich cry."

(4). Church was an emotional experience for Ricit,
because of how exciting the worship was, but bexaus
he felt he was communing with the saints.

-Jimmy Abegg, a member of Rich's Ragamuffin
band, said, "For Rich, even an hour in a bad chwa
better than not going at all."

3. Life in the kingdom of God is life in aroonunity of faith.
2. Why invite people to missional events?

KEY TRUTH: Missional events can connect the community withhe
community of faith.




1. Example of a person from the community who bexzaonnected with
our community of faith through a missional event.

2. We have another missional event scheduldueagid of this month.

(2). Our Fall Festival on Halloween is a missibavent.
- Connecting people in our community with agammunity of
faith.

(2). You can have a part in being used by Gadktnonstrating the

life and love of Christ

(3). Sign up to serve at the Fall Festival.

- Live missionally.

BENEDICTION

1. God can do anything, you know — far more thain gould ever imagine
or guess or request in your wildest dreams! Hes dtagot by pushing us
around but by working within us, his Spirit deeplyd gently within us.




