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INTRODUCTION    [Slide: Ranch] 

  
 1. Tour of the MacGregor Ranch near Estes Park, CO 
  (1). Working ranch that serves as a museum  
    - Est. by Muriel MacGregor before her death in 1970 
  (2). Story told by tour guide 
    (1). Muriel was an only child 
      - Parents: Donald and Maude 
    (2). Educated and played piano 
    (3). Hired ranch hands for harvest, branding, etc 
      1. Eat at table in kitchen 
      2. Sit in parlor to hear Muriel play piano 
    (4). One of hired hands spoke to Muriel 
      - Next day at breakfast, his plate was turned over 
  (3). Her father's attitude toward ranch hands 
    (1). Not interested in having a relationship with them 
      1. Valued them only for the work they could do for him 
      2. Didn't want any of them to become a part of his family 
    (2). Position of superiority  and detachment 
  (4). Muriel never married 
    - No child to give the ranch to.   
 2. Some people view God as being detached from us. 
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  (1). Being in a relationship with humans isn't important to Him  
    1. Values humans only for what they can do for Him 
      - Obeying and serving Him 
    2. Easily disposes of them when they don't 
  (2). View expressed by Temperance Brennen on Bones 
    1. Holds to scientific naturalism 
     - Doesn't exist unless proven empirically 
    2. Conversation with FBI Agent Seely Booth 
      [Show video clip from Bones] 
    3. Is that really the view of God revealed in the Scriptures?  
 3. Advent series: What Child Is This? 
  (1). Christ is our Immanuel 
    - More of a role than a name 
  (2). This name refutes this view of God as being detached from us. 
    READ Matthew 1:18-23  (955) 
 4.  This name gives us several insights into the Biblical view of God. 
Insight # 1 Jesus is God.    1:22-23 
 1. The name Immanuel provides insight into the character of Jesus.   
  (1). It means "God with us."   
  (2). It was used to explain the significance of His unusual birth.   
    1. Joseph's dilemma with future wife 
     (1). Mary was pregnant and he had not been intimate with her 
       - Assumes she had been unfaithful 
     (2). Plans to break off their marriage 
    2. Angel's explanation 
     (1). Mary's is still a virgin 
     (2). Pregnant by the intervention of the Holy Spirit 
    3. "Immanuel" explains the implications of this virgin birth 
     (1). God is now with us 
     (2). Fully God and fully human 
       1. Son of Mary. 
       2. Son of God. 
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2. Is it absurd to believe in the virgin birth of Jesus?  [Slide: Nativity] 

    
  -  Philosopher William Lane Craig thought so when he was young.   

   He said: "I thought it was absurd for the virgin birth to be true, a 
Y chromosome had to be created out of nothing in Mary's ovum, 
because Mary didn't possess the genetic material to produce a male 
child."    Craig went on to become an expert on scientific evidence for a 
Creator which resolved his question about the virgin birth.  He said: "If 
I really do believe in a God who created the universe, then for him to 
create a Y chromosome would be child's play!"   

 3.  The name "Immanuel" gives us this insight into the character of Jesus 
    -  Jesus is God.  
 
Insight # 2  Jesus is God with us. 
 1. "Immanuel" speaks to the change in the way God relates to us. 
  (1). God is holy and all-powerful 
    1. Separate from us 
    2. Superior to us 
      - Far above us 
  (2). As Immanuel, God is with us.   

 1. Madeline L'Engle: "The virgin birth is far less mind-boggling 
than the power of creation stooping so low as to become one of us."   
 2. "God with us" theme in Gospel of Matthew 
  (1). Asleep in the boat during the storm 

  "What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves 
obey him!" (8:27)  
- The implied answer:  "God is with you!"   

     (2). With in the community of believers 
 "For where two or three come together in my name, there 
am I with them."     (18:20) 

     (3). Ascension 
 "And surely I am with  you always to the very end of the 
age."  (28:20).  
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  - Present with us in the person of the Holy Spirit.  
    3. It is important to God to with us 
      - Not aloof, detached or isolated from us   

 2. Roy Borges wrote in "Today's Christian" about how Immanuel was with 
him when he was in prison:     [Slide: Prison] 

 
  "Locked behind the razor-wire fences of a Florida prison is no place 
to spend a holiday. I'd spent 15 Christmases under these less-than-festive 
conditions, but this year my situation looked even bleaker. I was stuck in 
confinement—a prison inside a prison where the supposed troublemakers 
are sent. In reality, anyone can find himself in the hole by irritating the 
wrong person. 
  "Because I was going to be locked in a cell 24 hours a day through 
Christmas, I figured nothing memorable could happen. Beyond a five-
minute shower three times weekly, there wasn't much to look forward 
to…. 
  "In a way, that Christmas was like the first Christmas 2,000 years ago. 
Most people went about their lives paying bills, cooking dinner, traveling 
to and fro. …A few shepherds working the late-night shift got a 
spectacular celestial show from some angels who proclaimed, "Glory to 
God in the highest and on earth peace and good will to men!" (Luke 
2:14). …And some wise men, eastern Magi, had begun their journey to 
Jerusalem looking for someone called "The King of the Jews."…But for 
the rest of the world, it was just another day. No holiday music, no 
discount sales, no trees with lights... 
  "Christmas night in confinement, alone in my cell, I read in my Bible 
about Paul and Silas, who were also inside a prison. Despite their 
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miserable predicament, they were praying and singing hymns to God 
while the other prisoners listened. 
  "The lights went out and I stared at the ceiling from my bunk, 
wondering if I could praise God in the midst of my circumstances. I 
could hear a mouse nibbling on some crackers I left out for him. Then 
suddenly I heard a voice come out of the vent above the toilet. It was 
Andrew in the next cell. 'Merry Christmas, Roy,' he said. 
  "'Merry Christmas, Andrew,' I replied. 

   "'Do you know any Christmas songs?' Andrew asked. 
   "'Yeah, I know a few.'" 
   "'I'll sing one if you'll sing one,' he said. 
   "'What should we sing?' 

  "'Joy to the World.' And he sang every verse. I sang the chorus with 
him. Then it was my turn and I chose 'Silent Night.' Then he sang 'O 
Come All Ye Faithful,' and I answered with 'Feliz Navidad.'… 
  "'I have another song,' Andrew said, and sang 'O Holy Night.' Silence 
filled the quad as everyone listened. It was a moment I'll never forget. It 
not only reminded me of Paul and Silas, but it made me realize every day 
is Christmas when God has arrived. It wasn't just another day, and I 
wasn't alone. Emmanuel was in confinement with me, in my cell, 
blessing me." 

 3. The name "Immanuel" gives us this insight into the Biblical view of God: 
    Jesus is God with us.  
 
Insight # 3  Jesus is God with us to make us His own.   
 1. What prevents God from being with someone?  
  (1). Human perspective: places the blame on God 
    1. Hides himself from us 
    2. Hard to find and unknowable 
  (2). Bible's perspective: places blame on us 

1. Ephesians 4:17-18 "So I tell you this, and insist on it in the 
Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility 
of their thinking.  They are darkened in their understanding and 
separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in 
them due to the hardening of their hearts."   
2. We are the ones who go through our lives virtually ignoring 
him.   
 (1). He is not involved in our lives, because we have chosen not 
have him involved.   
 (2). We detach ourselves from God  
   1. We want to run our own lives  
   2. We are self-willed 
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 (3). The Bible calls this sin 
   - Sin separates us from God.  

  2. The name "Immanuel" also reveals the mission of Christ 
   (1). He came to save us from sin  (21) 
     - Redeem us to make us his own 
   (2). God's eternal purpose for us 

 - Revelation 21:3  "And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, 'Now the dwelling of God is with men and he will live with 
them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
and be their God." 

 3. So what does the name "Immanuel" reveal about God?  
 
KEY TRUTH:   Immanuel reveals a God who wants to be in relationship 
with you.   

  1. The remaining question: "Do you want to be in a relationship with God?" 
   (1). He has come to be with us. 
   (2). He has come to make us his own 
      - Include us in his family 
  2. Will you turn from your sin and self-willed ways? 
    - Open the door to your heart to Him? 
  3. Will it be worth it? 
    - Story of David Bloom    [Slide: Bloom] 

      
     (1). NBC News Reporter 
       - Imbedded with US troops in Iraq in 2003 
     (2). Died at 39 from a pulmonary embolism 
       - Left behind a wife and 3 daughters 

(3). Two years before he began to allow his faith in Christ to 
influence his life. 
(4). Last message he sent out was email to his wife: 
  "I hope and pray all my guys (troops) get out of this in one 
piece. .  But I am at peace.  Here I am, supposedly at the peak of 
professional success, but I could, frankly, care less.  It's nothing 
compared to my relationship with you and the girls and Jesus."   



 7 

(5). It was worth it. 
 4. Communion another demonstration of the meaning of Immanuel 
   (1). Why God came to be with us 
     - Commune with him and one another 
   (2).  A God who wants to be in relationship with us. 
 
COMMUNION        [Slide: Communion 1] 

 
 
BENEDICTION  
 The Lord bless you and keep you: 
 The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you: 
 The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.  


