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INTRODUCTION
1. Very restrictive access to our Presid

ESIWhite House]

(1). Can't just walk through the gate and in®\hhite House office
1. Series of security check points
(1). Have to have an appointment
(2). Have to have clearance
(3). Have to have the President want to see yo
2. Tareq and Michaele Salahi situation wasxaegtion
(2). NB star Shaquille O'Neil attempt [Slidenetsy]

-

1. On Sunday July 26, 2009, he tried to get ineoWhite House
without an appointment.
(2). One of the most famous people in the world
- 7-1 and 325 pounds
- Numerous NBA championship rings



(2). Has what it takes to walk into most placesmvants to go
(3). Assumed his celebrity status & President Qidahove
of basketball could gain him immediate access
(4). On Friday July 22was on a D.C. sports radio show
- Put this question to the listeners:
"Check this out, | got on a nice suit, I'm in Dfaying
a visit, | jump out of a cab in front of the Whidouse, |
don't use none of my political or law enforcement
connections. If | go to the gate and say, 'Hey,iim
town, | would like to see the President,' do ligebr do
| not get in?"
2. Two days later he tried it
(). Security guards at the White House gajiected him
(2). Shaq later tweeted:
"The White House wouldn't let me in, whyyyyyyyyYyy
2. How restricted is the access to our all powenfd holy God?
(1). Tabernacle and temple were visible parablé®w restricted the
access was. [Slide: temple]

Herod’s Temple
Illustration

1. Restricted to their designated courtyards
- Courtyard of Gentiles - Courtyard of Women
- Courtyard of Israel - Courtyard of Prgest
2. Holy of holies accessed only once a yeafligyh Priest
- Always with blood offered to cover his siansd sins of people
(2). People can't just walk in on God.



3. We were created with a longing for access @itil.
(1). Psalm 27:4
"One thing | ask of the Lord, this is what | setilat | may
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of nfig,lto gaze upon
the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his teripl
(2). 2003 movidBruce Almighty
1. Jim Carrey plays an angry TV newsman
(1). Always complaining about God
(2). God offers him the chance to take ovey jdHb
1. God's phone number appears of Bruce'srpag
when he tires to call him
2. Usually use phony numbers in movies
- 7 digit number was real in some areasod
2. People dialed that number in their area code

(). "I'm in jail right now. Like | said to you $4 night, 'l love
you."™ She promised to go straight and prayed talije to return
to her husband and children.

(2). Another caller said, "Hey God, I've done sawredly bad
things in my life, and | need to repent. So pleasgver my
prayers."

(3). Another caller said, "I know this isn't thember for God.
But I'm calling to see if you have the other number

(3). What is preventing this access to God?
1. Advent seriedVhat Child is This?
- Today's answer deals with securing contisusecess to God
2. READ Hebrews 2:14-18, 4:14-16 (1185)

4.KEY TRUTH: Christ, our high priest, was born to secure
continuous access to God.
(2). In the incarnation God took on our humanit{2:14)
1. God entered into earthly existence as a [{&hge: Nativity]

- "He too shared in their humanity"



2. "The children have flesh and blood"
(2). Children = children of God
- Enter life through birth and leave by deat
(2). God fully shared in flesh and blood
1. Entered life thru the gateway of birth and keftwhat
of death
(1). Born in a stable
(2). Died on a cross
2. Totally familiar with our human situation
(2). Christ had to share in our humanity to betagh priest (2:17)
1. The role of a high priest is to reconcile geople to God
(1). Holds a representative capacity
- Representative of us because he wasliuliyan
(2). Able to provide atonement for sin becausavas faithful
1. Being sinless:
(). he could enter the presence of God
(2). he could offer himself as a sacrifice
2. He does what we could not do for ourselves
- Provide atonement for our sins
2. We can have continuous access to the pres#rgod.
- "Approach the throne o grace with confio=¢:16

5.TR. SENTENCE: What are théenefits of our high priest securing this
continuous access to God?

Benefit # 1 It can remove our fears. 2:14-15
1. The purpose of Christ's death was to conquathdg2:14)
(). Until Christ's death, death appeared to liagdast word
- It destroyed the one who held the powereztd
(2). The fear of death is the king of all fee2slb)
1. It stands behind all our fears
- Fear of sickness
- Fear of poverty
- Fear of accident or tragedy
2. Our fear of death comes early in life. [Slide Fish]



- Steve Nickle writes: "About a month ago | bbugy two-
year-old daughter Sarah an aquarium. We went tegéththe pet
store to pick out four fish to put in the tank. Qofehe fish died
two weeks ago when Sara was at her grandparenise hbly
wife flushed it down the toilet and didn't tell dgughter about
it."

"This morning Sara found one of the other fishdd&zhe found
it caught up in one the fake plastic bushes. Mywdlled me at
the office and said that Sara had something tartellIn her two-
year-old way, she explained to me the fish had,dibd found it
in the bushes, and her and Mommy were going to hdueeral
for it in the back yard.”

"l realized that this was the first of many lossks would
experience in life. | broke into tears, howevergwlthe last thing
she said to me before she hung up the phone waddiDkeep
me from getting caught in the bushes.™

2. Because of our high priest, our death will takethe character of his.
(2). Christ's death was not final
- Raised on Easter morning
(2). The dead in Christ will be raised just asmaes
- "Christ has indeed been raised from the deadfitstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep.” 1 Corinthians 15:20
(3). Our high priest has destroyed him who hasptbwer of death
- He has removed the fear of getting cauglhiténbushes.

Benefit # 2:1t can provide encouragement in suffering. 2:184:15-16
1. As our high priest Christ shares in our suffgsi.
(). Jesus experienced thazards and hardships of life
1. Hunger



2. Rejection
3. Weariness
4. Dangers
5. Torture and suffering
(2). Jesus experienced tieenptations common to us
1. Also temptations particular to his role asisr
- Choose a less costly way of fulfilling nssion
2. Remained faithful and obedient to the end
(3). He possesses anequalled capacityfor sympathizing with our
suffering.
2. Author and speaker Jill Briscoe recalls: [Slide: Refugees]

"In Croatia | was asked to speak to a churchegatg for about
200 newly arrived refugees. Refugees from this afé¢he world are
mostly women because the men are either deadoamnp or fighting.
This group of Muslims, Croats, and a few Serbsfletito a seminary
on the border of a battered Croatian town. The tasas still in danger
of sniper fire and bombing, but the church had psddecause there
were apartment buildings between it and the guitts.ckers had tried
to fire shells over the apartment buildings togkeninary, but they
hadn't managed to do it, so it became the refugesving and feeding
place.

"We worked all day visiting with the refugees.fght a service
was held in this huge, old church, and | had t@akpkdidn't know
what to say. Everything | had prepared seemedyoteldequate, so |
put my notes away and prayed, 'God, give me crealias they can
identify with.'

"l told them about Jesus, who as a baby becaretigee. He was
hunted by soldiers, and his parents had to fldggigpt at night, leaving



everything behind. | could tell the people beganlick with what |
was saying. | kept praying like crazy.

"l continued telling them about Jesus' life, avieen | got to the
cross, | said, 'He hung there naked, not like pgsaell you.' They
knew what that meant. Some of them had been sttippked and
tortured.

"At the end of the message, | said, 'All thesegs have happened
to you. You are homeless. You have had to flee. Wae suffered
unjustly. But you didn't have a choice. He had @iah He knew all
this would happen to him, but he still came.' Anhdrt | told them why.

"Many of them just knelt down, put their hands apd wept. |
said, 'He's the only one who really understandsv Ean | possibly
understand, but he can. This is what people didrto He's the
suffering God. You can give your pain to him."

3. We have a high priest who will bear our paifobe God.

Benefit # 3: It can supply us all the strength we need. 2814:16
1. Our high priest can provide us grace and poweur time of need.
(2). The power to endure in suffering
- We do not go through it alone
(2). The power to overcome when tempted
- Provide the way of escape
2. Bob Page is a pastor whose wife Linda diecaoter
(). Died Feb. 27 of this year
(2). After her death he spoke about the comfbGad

1. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 "Praise be to the God faaither of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion an&Gtueof all
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles sottive can comfort
those in any trouble with the comfort we oursellvase received
from God.

2. He said:

"With God it is not just comfort; it is comfortith strength in it,
with teeth in it. Last fall, when we learned theemt of Linda's
illness and | realized what was ahead, | knewd&'@ddto learn how
to be a servant to my wife in ways | had never domeasn't sure |
could do that. Now I look back on all that | hawend for her, and |
think, Wow! God gave me grace to do all that.

3. What a great way to describe God's comfortmi€ot with

strength in it, with teeth in it."
3. This is the grace that our high priest providesn our time of need.



CONCLUSION
1. "What child is this?"
- He is our high priest, born to secure contusiaccess to God.
2. We are encouraged to draw near to God.
(). Don'thide from him
(2). Don'tshrink back from him
(3). Don'tavoid him
3. Follow Jesus to the throne of God
(1). Hebrews 4:15-16
"For we do not have a high priest who is unablgympathize with
our weaknesses, but we have one who has been ttmpaeery way,
just as we are — yet without sin. Let us then agghn the throne of grace
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy amdi grace to help us
in our time of need."
(2). Where ever you are he understands, he hastbeen

4. Video clip:l Have Been There [Show Video]

BENEDICTION
1. The Messagelebrews 4:14-16
"Now that we know what we have — Jesus, thistgfegh Priest with
ready access to God — let's grasp it. We don# bgwiest who is out of touch
with our reality. He's been through weakness astirtg, experienced it all —
all but the sin. So let's walk right up to him aget what he is so ready to give.
Take the mercy and accept the help. Amen."




