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INTRODUCTION  
 1. Story about youth group spaghetti dinner    [Slide: Spaghetti] 

     
  (1). Lacey, Washington 
  (2). Parmesan Cheese expiration date 
    - 12 years earlier 
  (3). Something good was corrupted by something bad and it was ruined. 
 2. Story of college student        [Slide: Computer] 
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  (1). All her college work through her junior year on her computer 
    - Never backed it up 
  (2). Computer virus infected the hard drive 
    - Destroyed her ability to retrieve her files 
  (3). Something good was corrupted by something bad and it was ruined.   
 3. Sin is deadly because it corrupts 
  (1).Series What is so Deadly about Sin?"  
    1.  Last week: Parasitic nature of sin. 
     (1). Sin weakens the life of Christ within us.   
     (2). Sucks the spiritual life out of our soul.  
       - Like a parasitic worm 
    2. Today: Why the corrupting nature of sin is so deadly.  
       READ Romans 1:24-32 (1112).    
  (2). Sin corrupted the perfect order of God's creation 
    1. Backdrop of creation  (1:25) 
     (1). God brings order to that which lacked order 
       1. Genesis 1:2  

  "Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness 
was over the surface o the deep, and the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the waters."   

       2. He separates that which was to be kept apart.   
         - Separates the light from darkness.   
         - Separates the water and sky.   
         - Separates the land from the sea.   
       3. He binds together what had been separate.   
        (1). He binds Himself to Adam & Eve 
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          1. He walks in union with them in the garden. 
          2. They give undivided loyalty & worship 
        (2). He binds the husband to the wife  
          - "the two become one flesh" 
     (2). This perfect created order was called "good"  
       1. "Good" = functioning as it was meant to 
         - Beauty of things being in order 
       2. Metaphor of a room in order 
        (1). Picture of cluttered room  [Slide: cluttered room] 

         
          - Something disgusting about disorder 
        (2). Picture of ordered room  [Slide:decluttered room] 

         
          - Something compelling about order 
    2. How sin corrupts the perfect order of creation 
     (1). Sin separates what God binds together 
       1. Separated God from humanity 
        (1). Idolatry: Other things take the place of God 
        (2). Rebel against God's authority 
       2. Corrupts the union between husband and wife 
        (1). Adultery pollutes the exclusive loyalty 
        (2). Conflicts alienate 
     (2). Sin binds together what God separates 
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       1. Bring together what should be kept apart 
        (1). Analogy: Oil spill of beach  
          - Crude oil and soil don't mix 
        (2). Analogy of Temple 
          1. Set apart to be a place of prayer & worship 
          2. Priests corrupted it by mixing in profiteering 
       2. Modern day examples 
        (1). Mixing entertainment and worship 
          1. Worship – Directed solely to God 
          2. Entertainment – Directed solely to audience 
        (2). Mixing service and recognition 
          1. Service – directed towards needs of others 
          2. Recognition – directed towards my need  
          - How priests defied it in Jesus day 
     (3). Sin corrupts what is good and ruins it. 
       1. Metaphor of ordered room 
        (1). God established order   [Slide: decluttered room]  

          
          1. Separates what is to be kept apart 
          2. Joins together what was separated 
        (2). Sin ruins what God has ordered   
             [Slide: Cluttered room] 
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          1. Separates what God binds together 
          2. Joins what God has separated 
       2. Why is sin so deadly? 
 4. KEY TRUTH : The corrupting nature of sin brings complete ruin.   
 
   (1). Sin corrupts and ruins the order God established in creation 
     - Like bad Parmesan cheese corrupts and ruins good spaghetti  
     - Like a computer virus corrupts and ruins a good hard drive.   
   (2). Sin also brings ruin to all the parts of our being 
     - It corrupts every part of who we are 

 5. TR. SENTENCE:  Romans 1:24-32 describes all the parts of our being 
that are corrupted by sin.   
 

1. Sin corrupts our heart.   (24-25) 
 (1). Sinful desires start in the heart 
   1. Place were idolatry begins 
    (1). Created to give its exclusive loyalty to the Christ 
      - Christ was meant to be lord over it 

(2). Idolatry = someone or something other than Christ become 
lord over our heart. 

      - Divided heart 
   2. Sin seeks to separate our heart from God 
    (1). Mix in competing loyalties 
    (2). Example: Given their heart to sports 
      - First love 
 (2). Story about Ernie Harwell      [Slide: Harwell] 

     
   1. Play-by-play announcer for the Detroit Tigers  (Over 50 yrs.) 
     - 91 years old and dying of cancer.   
   2. Surrendered his heart to Christ at a Billy Graham Crusade.  
     - Loved his job saying it was the greatest job in the world.  
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 3. He said: "Even though I love baseball.  I love my Lord Jesus Christ 
much more." 
 4. Jesus was lord over his heart 
   - Life as it was created to be 

 
2. Sin corrupts our bodies   (24-25) 
 (1). Sin degrades our bodies to serve unworthy ends 
   1. Our bodies were created for a worthy end. 

 (1). 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 "Do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received 
from God?  You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  
Therefore honor God with your body." 

     (2). Set apart to be God's dwelling place 
       - Always meant for this end 
   2. Sinful desires seek to use the body for unworthy ends 

 (1). 1 Corinthians 6:18  "Flee from sexual immorality.  All other 
sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually 
sins against his own body."   
 (2). Used to gratify sinful sexual desires 
    - Non-marital sex 
 (3). An abuse of the created purpose of the body 

 (2). Sin corrupts our body as a temple of the Holy Spirit 
 
3. Sin corrupts our passions.   (26-27) 
 (1). God created the sexes distinct as male and female.  
   1. He created male and female to become one in marriage.   
     - Joining together sexually what is separate and distinct 

2. Sin corrupted God's order by mixing what was intended to be 
separate.   
  (1). Males not to be bound together sexually  
  (2). Female not to be bound together sexually 
3. Ancient pagan society tolerated and admired homosexual practices.   
  (1). It was a very prevalent practice.   
    - 14 of 15 of the first fifteen Roman Emperors were   
    homosexuals.   
  (2). Few voices were raised against homosexuality in the pagan 
    world.   
    - Bible: not an alternate lifestyle but a corruption of God's 
     created order.   

 (2). Sin corrupts the passions of people.  
   1. Passions become directed toward the wrong objects.  
     - To be expected when God's created order is corrupted 
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   2. Christ's love obligates us to treat them with respect 
    (1). It is sin to hate, ridicule or reject them 
    (2). Attitude of Christ w. woman caught in adultery.   
     - "Neither do I condemn you, Go now and leave you life of sin."   
 
4. Sin corrupts our minds.   (28-32) 
 (1). Sins disorients the mind so that what is wrong seems right.   
   1. It becomes an unworthy guide in moral decisions.   
   2. List of sins produced by a corrupted mind 
     - Illustrative not exhaustive 
 (2). Sin corruption is pervasive. 
   1. Corrupts even some of the best intentions 
   2. Montgomery bus boycott of 1955   [Slide: Boycott] 

      
    (1).  Martin Luther King Jr. and the Montgomery Improvement  
     Association sought to break the municipal bus segregation 
    (2). Boycotted the use of the buses 
      - Rode bikes 
      - Walked miles 
      - Formed car pools 
    (3). Many blacks supported it at great personal sacrifice 
      - To bring down this injustice 
    (4). A number of blacks figured out ways to defraud the movement 

  - Taylor Branch:  "By submitting phony reimbursement 
claims, they hustled the Montgomery Improvement Association 
for oceans of gasoline and truckloads of imaginary spare tires.  
The Association was constantly trying to plug the holes in the 
reimbursement system." 
(5). Illustrative of 1:29 
  - "They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, 
evil greed and depravity." 
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CONCLUSION 
 1. The corrupting nature of sin brings a complete ruin  
   - Corrupts one's heart, body, passions and mind.   
 2. How can we be decontaminated from the corrupting nature of sin?   
  (1). It is easier to contaminate something than to decontaminate it.   
    - Easier to spread an oil slick than to clean it up.  
  (2). Why doesn't God prevent us allowing sin to corrupt us?   
    1. "Therefore God gave them over"  (24, 26, 28) 
     (1). What does this mean? 

 1. God withdraws his restraining hand and lets his 
rebellious creation do as it pleases.   
 2. He deliberately allows us to go our own way 
   - Might learn to hate the futility of a life of sin. 

 (2). Why does he let us have our way even though it will lead to 
ruin?       READ 2:4.  

2. God shows his kindness by delaying his judgment upon our sin 
to give us a chance to repent.   
 (1). Not indifferent to our sin.   
   - He will punish evil.  

(2). He waits for us to grow sick of our sin and the ruin it brings 
so that we will be led to repent.   

   - Want Jesus more than our sin  
 3. Story about Leon Tucker  
  (1). Bible teacher who once traveled throughout Europe teaching. 
    - Promised his daughter to bring a doll from each country  
  (2). Luggage containing the gifts was delayed and didn't arrive with him. 
  (3). His little daughter greeted him  
    - The look on her face said, "Did you bring the dolls, Daddy?"   
  (4). Gently he told her about the mix-up.   
    - Momentarily her lip quivered and her eyes filled with tears 
  (5).  She threw her arms around his neck and said, 
    "I'd rather have you, Daddy, than all the dolls in the world!"   
 4. Repentance cleans-up the corruption due to sin.  
  (1). Christ's kindness waits for us to grow sick of our sin 
    1. Turn to him and say: 
      "Jesus, I'd rather have you than continue in my sin!" 
    2. Only he can forgive us and free us from its corrupting power 
  (2). This is how repentance can cleanup the sin spill in our lives.  
 5.  Close with a video clip reminds us of what Christ had to do to clean up  
    our sin spill. 
  [The Weight of the Cross by Bluefish] 
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BENEDICTION  
 1. Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may 
your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 2. Greet one another 


