
What is so deadly About Sin? – Part 4 

"The Foolish Nature of Sin" 
Matthew 7:24-27 (961-962) 

By Darrell Benhardus 
January 31, 2010 

INTRODUCTION  
 1. Digicel's, Haiti's largest phone company  [Slide: Digicel] 

     
  (1). Year old 12 Story aluminum & glass headquarters 
    1. Survived earthquake almost unscathed 
    2. New hospital building across the street collapsed 
      - Pancaked stack of concrete floor slabs 
  (2). How was Digicel's building able to survive? 
    1. Designed using American building codes to endure 7.2 shock  
     waves or higher 
    2. Designed with "ductility" 
     - Capability of bending, but not breaking 
  (3). Most buildings in Haiti go up without engineers, standards or   
    inspections.         [Slide: Haiti] 

     
    1. Largely unregulated construction long accepted on the island.   
    2. Study by the Organization of American States  
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     (1). It detailed a litany of flaws in Haitian buildings: 
       - Weak or missing reinforcement, structures on steep   
      slopes with unstable foundations, inadequate or nonexistent 
      inspections, poor designs, materials and techniques.  
     (2). The prevailing form of construction, lightly or unreinforced 
      masonry that is rigid but brittle, ranks among the most   
      vulnerable to earthquakes 
     (3). The cheapest and most common building materials are   
      homemade cement and blocks of inconsistent strength.    
       - Rebar is often disdained as an expensive luxury.  
     (4). Loose, sandy soils contributed to the damage 

3. Haiti does have building laws based on the Caribbean Uniform 
Building Code but in many places, rules exist only on paper.  

(4). Kit Miyamoto, a California structural engineer went to Haiti last 
week to do reconnaissance work for a nonprofit foundation said: 

  "There is a lesson to be learned from the catastrophe.  No code, 
no engineering, means death.  Hopefully, those lives lost will trigger 
something."   

 2. Jesus used a similar metaphor to illustrate what is so deadly about sin.   
      READ Matthew 7:24-27 (961-962)  
  (1). Sermon series: What is so Deadly about sin?  
    1. It is deadly because it is parasitic.  
      - Metaphor: African Guinea Worm  
      - It will suck the spiritual vitality out of our soul.  
    2. It is deadly because it is corrupting.  
      - Metaphor: bad parmesan on spaghetti.   
      - It brings ruin to what has been created to be good.  
    3.  It is deadly because it is progressive.  
      - Metaphor: cancer.   
      - It reproduces rapidly until it brings death to its host.   
  (2). Today: Sin is deadly because it is foolish. 
    1. Metaphor of building construction 
     (1). Wise construction results in safety 
     (2). Foolish construction results in death 
       - Illustrates the deadly foolishness of sin.   
    2. Not all foolish acts are sinful 
     (1). Story about boy in college 
       1. Asked her for best setting for washing his sweatshirt 
       2. Mom: "What does it say on your shirt?" 
       3. Son: "University of Oklahoma" 
     (2). Story of woman house-sitting at parent's house 
       1. Telemarketer asked to speak w. Mr. Gallimore 
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 2. Explained that he was out of town celebrating his 
wedding anniversary.  
 3. Telemarketer: "Well, then, may I please speak to Mrs. 
Gallimore?" 

    3. All sin is foolish. 
      * Why is it so foolish? 
 3. Jesus' parable identifies the characteristics of sin that make it so foolish. 
 
Characteristic # 1 Sin ignores the wisdom of God.   7:24-25 
 1. The wisdom of God is living life as He ordered it. 
    (1). "These words of mine"  (24) 
    1. Context: Sermon on the Mount   
      - Life as it is meant to be lived in his kingdom. 
    2. Wisdom is understanding God's world as he ordered it 
      (1). The perfect order of God's creation 
       1. Separated those things that are to be kept apart 
       2. Brings together what had been separated 
     (2). Wisdom is knowing how life was meant to be 
  (2). "Puts them into practice"   (24) 
    1. Wisdom is living one's life as God ordered it 
      - Knowing God's building code and doing it 
    2. The wise person builds his life upon this foundation 
 2. Sin goes against the grain of life as God has ordered it. 
  (1). The foolish ignore the wisdom of God  (26) 
    1. Not about intelligence. 
      - Intelligent people ignore God's wisdom 
    2. Foolishness makes sense to them 
     (1). Proverbs 14:12 

 "There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it 
leads to death."   
(2). As one theologian put it: "Sin against God is therefore 
outrageous folly: It is like pulling the plug on your own 
resuscitator."   
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  (2). Ravi Zacharias story about speaking engagement at Ohio State 
    1. Driver took him past the Wexner Art Center  [Slide: Wexner] 

       
 - He told Ravi: "This is a new art building for the university. 
It is a fascinating building designed in the post-modernist view 
of reality."  

2. Ravi said: "The building has no pattern. Staircases go nowhere. 
Pillars support nothing. The architect designed the building to 
reflect life. It went nowhere and was mindless and senseless. I 
turned to the man describing it and asked, 'Did they do the same 
thing with the foundation?' He laughed." 
3. Ravi concluded: "You can't do that with a foundation. You can 
get away with the infrastructure. You can get away with random 
thoughts that sound good in defense of a world view that 
ultimately doesn't make sense. Once you start tampering with the 
foundations, you begin to see the serious effects. Yet the 
foundations are in jeopardy; the foundations of our culture do not 
provide coherent sets of answers any more." 

  (3). Sin is foolish because it ignores the wisdom of God. 
 
Characteristic # 2 Sin displays poor judgment.  7:26 
 1. Sin is the greatest example of a foolish decision. 
  (1). Poor judgment shown by foolish builder 
    - Ignored the wise way to build 
  (2). Chief priest and teachers of the law were foolish builders 
    1. Parable of two sons   (Mt. 21) 

  "I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
entering the kingdom of God ahead of you.  For John came to 
you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not 
believe him, but tax collectors and the prostitutes did.  And even 
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after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him." (Mt. 
21:31-32) 

    2. Showed poor judgment in failing to do what they should have. 
      - Heard Christ's words, but didn't put them into practice 
 2. Poor judgment shown by Ivan Segedin    [Slide: Seatbelt] 

     
  (1). New Zealander ticketed 32 times over five years  
     - Failing to buckle up 
  (2). Even though it cost him a lot of money, he refused to buckle up 
  (3). Finally decided upon deception 
    - Made a fake belt 
  (4). Had a head-on collision 
    - Thrown into the steering wheel and killed 
  (5). Corner described the fake seatbelt 

 "Though his car was fitted with seat belts, an extra belt with a long 
strap had been knotted above the seat belt on the driver's side, 
providing a belt to simply sit over the driver's shoulder." 

  (6). The foolishness of his poor judgment was deadly 
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 3. Sin is foolish because it displays poor judgment 
   - Ex. cutting the branch you are sitting upon [Slide: Cutting Branch] 

   
 
Characteristic # 3 Sin fails to consider the consequences.   7:27 
 1. Sin is ultimately self-destructive.   
  (1). The house of the foolish builder collapses on him. 
    - He failed to consider the consequences of his poor judgment 
  (2). The "storm" is the final judgment of Christ 
    1. Context refers to the Day of Judgment 
     (1). Narrow and wide gates (7:13-14) 
       - Wide gate leads to destruction 
     (2). A tree and its fruit (7:15-20) 
       - Cut down and thrown into the fire 
     (3). Not every one who says: "Lord, Lord"  (7:21-23) 

2. The life that ignores the words of Christ faces unspeakable 
disaster at the final judgment. 

 2. The fool acts upon impulse without considering the consequence.  
  (1). Sin fails to consider the consequences.   
    1. Wisdom of Moses 

 - Hebrews 11:25 "He chose to be mistreated along with the 
people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
short time."  

    2. Sin does bring pleasure for a short season.  
      - It always brings destruction in the end.   
  (2). Milton in Paradise Lost writes: 

   "Only a fool would rise from his flaming ruins, look out across a 
dismal situation waste and wild, filled with huge affliction and dismay, 
and declare: 'Better to reign in Hell than serve in Heaven."   

 3. Sin is deadly because it is foolish.   
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   - So why is it so foolish? 
    (1). It ignores the wisdom of God 
    (2). It displays poor judgment 
    (3). It fails to consider the consequences 
 
KEY TRUTH:  Sin will never take you where you really want to be.   
  
 1. It will only will take us away from God.   
   - Now and for all eternity 
 2. Jesus reveals the wisdom that will get us where we really want to be. 
   (1). Parable of the Two Sons in Matthew 21 

  - "And even after you saw this, you did not repent and 
believe him." (21:32)  

   (2). Repentance will get us where we really want to be. 
 - Turning from the foolishness of sin to put into practice the 
words of Christ. 

   (3). Why repentance? 
1. C.S. Lewis wrote: "When we have gotten a wrong sum at the 
beginning of a sequence of calculations, we can't improve 
matters by simply going on."   
2. The wise builder starts all over by building on the solid 
foundation of the truth of Christ.   
  - It is not only knowing his will, it is also doing it.   

 3. Repentance is responding to Christ's beckoning to turn from our foolish 
pursuit of sin to let Him take us where we really want to be.  

(1).  Margaret Feinberg writes about time she spent with a modern day 
shepherd named Lynne.      [Slide: Lamb] 

     
   1. She has been raising sheep for nearly 20 years.   
     -Lynne took Margaret into the pasture to meet her sheep.    
   2. Margaret writes: "I noticed a tiny ewe lamb the color of fresh snow.  
I wanted to cuddle the lovable baby lamb, but its protective mother, Opal, 
intentionally kept it away from the other sheep – and us.  At one point, the 
small lamb, Swan, dared to break away from her mother and head toward 
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Lynne.  The shepherd extended her hand palm, wiggles her fingers, and spoke 
the lamb's name.  Swan hesitated and then came forward to experience the 
gentle touch of her shepherd for the first time.  Lynne withdrew her hand.  
Swan stepped forward, wanting more.  With a swift one-armed move, Lynne 
grabbed the lamb and held her.  Swan melted into her shepherd's arms. 'Once 
they respond to my beckoning, I have them forever,' she said as Swan rested 
her tiny head in the palm of Lynne's hand.  Lynne sounded a lot like Someone 
Id' been reading about."      [Slide: Christ] 

 
(2). That is life as God ordered it to be – resting in the care of the 
shepherd of our souls.   
   1. This is where we really want to be.   
     -. Sin will never take you there, but repentance will.  

    2. This is why sin is so foolish and repentance is so wise.   
 
BENEDICTION  
 1. May God, who puts all things together, 
   make all things whole, 
  Who led Jesus, our Great Shepherd,  
   up and alive from the dead, 
  Now put you together, provide you 
   with everything you need to please him 
  Make us into what gives him most pleasure 
   by means of the sacrifice of Jesus, the messiah 
  All glory to Jesus forever and always, Amen 
 
 


